The role of the chorus in ‘Oedipus the King’
The chorus acts as a link between the audience and the actors.  They are a reflection of what the audience is thinking. In ‘Oedipus the King the Chorus is made up of citizens of Thebes.  They can comment, advise, disagree with what is being said.  


(page 168) 

1. The opening address called the parados begins after Creon has delivered the news from Delphi. The Chorus are unaware what Creon has said and wonder what the oracle of Apollo has said.

They wonder what the oracle of Apollo says ‘What wonder from the gold vaults of Delphi’. They pray to Zeus’s daughter Athene and Artemis and Apollo for deliverance from the deadly plague.  They describe the effects of the plague on themselves and the Thebans, children are dying in the womb, crops are failing ‘Thebes is dying’ there are numberless deaths. (page 169) They finish by begging the gods Zeus, Apollo, Artemis and Dionysus to drive away disease. Page (170)

Page 174
2. They give advice to Oedipus and tell him to consult the Oracle of Apollo.  He has already done so.  Oedipus “I’ve not been slow with that.  On Creon’s cue I sent the escorts, twice, within the hour”  It allows Sophocles to introduce us to the character of Creon and the nature of the relationship between Oedipus and his brother-in-law.  They then tell him about the rumours concerning Laius’s death, “killed  they say by certain travellers”  

Page 175

3. They intervene in the Teiresias scene.  They try to calm Oedipus when he is shouting at Teiresias ‘I would suggest his words are spoken in anger, Oedipus…yours too, and is isn’t what we need’ (Page 182)


4. The Choral Ode page 186-7. Comes after the Tiresias scene.
Towards the end of the Tiresias scene Tiresias concludes by saying that the murderer is a native Theban – Oedipus goes into the palace.  Then Tiresias goes on to say that the murderer is revealed at last, ‘brother and father both to his children he embraces, to his mother son and husband both - .. he spilled his fathers blood’
 Who ever it is cannot escape detection. ‘but he cannot outrace the dread voices of Delphi’
 they are shocked at Teiresias words and  don’t know what to think ‘I can’t accept him, can’t deny him, don’t know what to say’
They finish by saying that until they have proof in Oedipus’ guilt they will continue to believe in their king.  ‘No, not till I see these charges proved will I side with his accusers’


5. The leader of the chorus tries to pacify Creon when he appears in the scene after he has been accused of conspiracy (page 188) ‘but a slur might have been forced out of him, by anger perhaps, not by any firm conviction. ’ When Jocasta appears they greet her” with her help you must put this fighting of yours to rest – giving the reader some insight into the character of Jocasta.


6. Later the whole chorus intervenes to defend Creon’s reputation and support his plea that he has not committed treason (page 197)  ‘The man’s your friend, your kin, he’s under oath- don’t cast him out, disgraced branded with guilt on the strength of hearsay only’


7. The chorus reluctantly tell Jocasta briefly how the quarrel between Creon and Oedipus began (page 199) they reiterate their belief in their king and leave.  Then Jocasta questions Oedipus who in turn questions her about Laius’ death…which leads to him beginning to have doubts.


8. After Jocasta has told Oedipus of the circumstances of Laius’ death Oedipus begins to despair that he is the killer, the leader of the chorus tells him to hope until he questions the witness to Laius’ death ‘My lord, you fill our hearts with fear.  But at least until you question the witness, do take hope’ (page 207)


9. Jocasta dismisses prophets and prophecies ‘So much for prophecy.  It’s neither here nor there.’ And the chorus voice their disapproval at this lack of respect for the gods. (page 209)  ‘Destiny guide me always….’  Zeus and his laws are all powerful.  They respect the gods and oracles
They go on to say that if any man gets above himself with no fear of justice or reverence he is heading for a fall.  ‘If any man comes striding, high and mighty in all he says and does…let a rough doom tear him down… (Page 210)


10. Page 223 After Jocasta has rushed off into the palace they express fear of what she may do, “I’m afraid that from this silence something monstrous may come bursting forth” heighten suspense, and  prepare the audience for what will happen with Jocasta. 


11. When Oedipus says on page 224 that he will never fail to search and learn his birth, the Chorus agree and wonder who his mother is, bride of Apollo, Hermes, Dionysus .


12. They identify the shepherd as one of Laius’ men. Page 225.


13. When Oedipus realises who his parents are they comment.  Page 233.
They talk about the greatness of Oedipus, how they looked up to him “You outranged all men”  they mention the Sphinx, Oedipus being king, then his downfall and they are deeply sympathetic.  “is there a man more agonized”
”Now I weep like a man who wails the dead” 


14. They speak to the messenger to the palace about Jocasta and from him we learn about her awful death. Page 235 


15. In the final action of the play the chorus highlight the downfall of Oedipus – they sympathise with their king ‘I pity you but I can’t bear to look’ they see his wounds and shudder in horror. (page 239)


16. alive and blind’ They wonder if Oedipus’ blinding of himself is for the best ‘better to die than be blind (page 242) He tells them the reason why he blinded himself.


17. They end the play by asking the audience to look on Oedipus as a man who has solved the riddle with his brilliance and risen to power.  Now he is a broken man – it could happen to any one. ‘count no man happy till he dies, free of pain at last’. 
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