Relief  Sculpture

Relief sculpture is to be found mainly, but not exclusively, on public monuments – altars, arches, columns – erected to commemorate real historical events, unlike Greek sculpture which depicted scenes from mythology.

In many respects the ARA PACIS (Altar of peace of Augustas) is the noblest of all Roman public monuments that were adorned with relief sculptures.  The altar was commissioned by the senate to celebrate Augustus’ safe return in 13 BC from a tour of inspection to Spain and Gaul.  The foundation ceremony took place on July 4, 13BC and the completed altar was formally dedicated by the senate on January 30, 9 BC.  The altar was originally erected in the Campus Martius, an open park north west of the city.  Today it stands on a different site(largely reconstructed by Mussolini), under cover, near the tiber.

The altar stands on a podium inside a walled precinct, 11.6 X 10.6m, which is pierced by openings on the western and eastern sides.  The entrance in the west wall is approached by a flight of steps.  Each entrance is flanked by two panels on the upper half of the precinct wall.  The 

