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Garden of Livia

This is the great Augustan fresco of the so called Garden of Livia from the villa of Livia at Prima Porta and now in a room at the Museo delle Terme.  

Pliny tells us that in Augustus’s time such scenes became fashionable, the introduction of ‘the pleasant fashion of painting walls with pictures of country-houses band porticos, landscape gardens of people going for a stroll or sailing, and approaching country-houses on asses or in carriages and fishing or hunting or gathering the vintage….

Livia had two houses, both of which were painted in the 2nd Pompeian style.  In her villa at Prima Porta, the best-preserved room was decorated on all four walls with a garden scene.  

The fresco gives the impression of a huge window looking out in all directions onto a garden.  Once section of the picture shows a grassy path enclosed by a trellis fence and a low stonewall. The line of the wall is relieved by a niche enclosing a tree.  Behind the wall grows a profusion of shrubs bright with flowers and pomegranate trees laden with fruit.  Beyond a wilderness of taller trees, with birds perched on their branches, stretches back towards the hills on a blue skyline.  The individual flowers and trees are realistically painted. The colours, dark greens and blue suggest a lush shadowy woodland with shades of colour that look freshly applied.  The Roman enthusiasm for nature is highlighted, and the richness and fertility of the Augustan era

is once again shown in this magnificent painting.

The artist was no longer satisfied with providing a glimpse of the outdoors through the wall; now the whole wall became a painted “window” to reveal the landscape and space.

LC Questions)

1999

a  Identify the painting shown.

b) Comment on the use of colour in this painting.

c) How has the artist created an illusion of depth?

d) What are the main themes in Roman landscape paintings?

