LIVY –SUMMARIES

2.The Sabine Women

The city of Rome, founded by Romulus and Remus, was now expanding in size but not in inhabitants. Romulus created a sanctuary in the city and it was filled with people from all around who wanted new living conditions. From these he appointed 100 senators whose descendants were all called patricians ( the Roman term for nobility).

The problem was a shortage of women. So envoys were sent to neighbouring states to look for an alliance and the rights of intermarriage. They argued that all cities had to begin small and that the signs from the gods were good for the great future of Rome. 

But nowhere did they receive a good hearing. The envoys were insulted and asked if Rome would open a sanctuary for women, it would be the only way they would get wives.

The Romans were very angry, and Romulus had a plan. He prepared games in honour of Equestrian Neptune and invited all the neighbouring peoples. All were eager to see the new city and came, incluidng the Sabines.

They were well entertained and were very impressed. At the time of the show, a preconcerted attack began and the Romans grabbed the maidens of the Sabines at a given signal. The sports broke of in panic, the parents of the girls went home grieving. They charged the Romans with sacrilige, violating hospitality and religion. But Romulus went to them all and urged them to let their girls marry into the city of Rome, to let injury give way to affection and to let the Romans prove themselves good husbands who would be kind and console their wives for their absence from home and family.

The men seconded him and said that their deeds should be excused on grounds of passion and love (the “most moving of all pleas to a woman’s heart”). So the brides’ resentment was already melting at the time their parents were attempting to get their state to act.

LIVY’S SUMMARIES

3 Horatius on the Bridge

Tarquin the Proud had been driven out of Rome and had taken refuge with Lars Porsenna, King of Clusium (an Etruscan town where Tarquin was from). There the Tarquins pleaded with Lars Porsenna not to allow them to be exiled and not to allow the crime of expelling a king to go unpunished. “Liberty was sweet enough in itself”, they said, that people would always try very hard to win liberty and therefore kings had to work hard to defend their power or else everything would fall apart and monarchy “The noblest institutuion known to gods or men”would come to an end.   

Porsenna, who wanted there to be an Etruscan king in Rome, invaded with an army. He was famous and Clusium was great so the Roman senate was very afraid. They feared above all that their own people would be so scared that they would invite the Tarquins back into the city, “enslavement for the sake of peace”. This led the senate to do many favours for the people, especially the provision of corn. The monopoly of salt (very expensive), was taken from a few elite and taken over by the government. Taxes were more evenly spread from the poor to the rich, the main burden of the poor was the raising of children. Thanks to this enlightened attitude, not even famine could break the harmony of the state, the notion of monarchy was hated as much by the poor as by the rich. Never was there a demagogue (rabble-rouser) who was as popular as this government.

When the enemy appeared the Romans fled inside the city, surrounded by guards. Parts of the city were walled, in other parts the main defence was the River Tiber. There was a wooden bridge which almost let the enemy in but for the bravery of one man, Horatius Cocles. “He was the bulwark of defence on which that day depended the fortune of the city of Rome.

He was on guard at the bridge when the enemy captured the Janiculum Hill while the Romans panicked and ran. He tried to stop them running wildly and called on the gods and men to witness how futile it was to flee leaving the bridge open to the enemy. He shouted to them to break down the bridge any way they could while he stalled the enemy as best he could.

Striding to the head of the bridge, in contrast to those who were fleeing, he made ready to meet the Etruscans who were astonished at his bravery. Two men stayed with him, Spurius Larcius and Titus Herminius, famous for their birth and their deeds. These three held the enemy off but eventually Horatius sent off the other two to cross the bride before it collapsed. 

Horatius “darting glances of defiance at the Etruscan nobles” challenged them to fight and taunted them for being the slaves of haughty kings who “heedless of their own liberty, were come to overthrow the liberty of others”.  They hesitated at first but then were shamed into attacking. He successfully fended off their javelins with his shield and “bestrode the bridge and held his ground”. The bridge crashed into the Tiber and there was a loud cheer from the Romans. 

Horatius called out to the god of the River Tiber to accept him and threw himself into the water. He managed, under fire and weighed down by armour to swim across to safety “having given proof of a valour which was destined to obtain more fame than credence with posterity”.      

