RUSTIC LIFE: OTHER REFERENCES

Horace:

Enjoy the Present Hour – imagery of piling logs on the fire, drinking wine.

A Quiet Life –  a sailor at sea, a soldier marching, both long for peace. Money or power cannot buy it for us. Happy is the man who does not have too much, he has few worries. We cannot escape from ourselves so why get too caught up in worldly things? You may want wealth, but all I want is a little cell where I can write.

N.B. Rustic Joys – this is Horace’s defining statement about rural life. Like Virgil’s Rustic Happiness it really paints an idealised picture of country living. However note the sting in the tail.

Ode to Spring – not an idealisation of rustic life but it does contain lovely imagery of countryside.

The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse – Here Horace contrasts in a simple little tale, the luxury of town living “covers steeped in scarlet dye shimmered expensively on ivory couches” with the simplicity of “ a couch of fresh straw” in the country. The foods are likewise contrasted. But of course, city life has a high price, and to the country mouse it is not worth it, “my hole in the woods will keep me safe from sudden attack and simple vetch will assuage my hunger”

Propertius:

Even he takes time off from love to mention rustic beauty, in Gone to Clitumnus he delights in the lack of seduction opportunities for Cynthia but also has some feeling for the beauty of nature and the simplicity of country life, eg the image of the white oxen bathing in the cool stream.

Ovid:

Baucis and Philemon contains a very important element of praise for the simple life. The simple hospitality of the old couple is described in loving detail. Each item of food and its container is almost painted with words with emphasis on the wholesome quality of the meal, even if it is not stylish or exotic.      

